Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



iiiiiiiniii 



6000903eOR 




6000Q0300R 




THOUGHTS FOE THE RESTOEED. 



(FROM PSALM CXVI.) 



" O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name 
together."— Ps. xxxiv. 3. 
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The reader is requested to remember ih 
words printed in italics occurring in texts corr* 
with those in the Bible. Elsewhere they ai 
phatic. - 



TO THE READER. 

It is my earnest desire that you may be 
taught by the Holy Spirit savingly to re- 
ceive, practically to exemplify and adorn, 
and earnestly to recommend to others, the 
vital doctrines of the Gospel of grace, salva- 
tion through Christ only ; justification by 
faith only ; the need of the Spirit to regene- 
^ rate, sanctify, and bless ; the sufficiency and 
value of the Scriptures of truth which testify 
of Jesus. On the head of that spotless Sa- 
crifice may .we, not without deep contrition, 
and hatred of them, confess and lay our 
many sins individually and nationally, asking 
from the fount of all strength grace to walk 
so as to please God, and faith for a dying 
hour, or for whatever may be His will con- 
cerning us, not knowing what trials may 
come upon us ; yet not doubting His grace, 
power, and love, who s«cy%," K^s^nSk^ ^ya^'s.^^^ 
shall thy strength be,'* 



VIU 




These thoughts written during the year 
which has lately closed, a grateful Ebenezer 
for experienced mercy, are committed in 
prayer and faith to the Spirit who begins^ 
continues, and ends the work of grace in the 
.soul. Amidst the manifold distresses of the 
present time, when ^'men's heart's are ^^ foil- 
ing them for fear," may we have grace to 
recall the Lord's gracious deliverances in 
time past, to renew our purposes of grateful 
surrender to His holy and happy service, tc 
approach the Throne of grace, with humble 
confidence in a prayer-hearing Jehovah, and 
remembering that " the time is short," and 
that now it is high time to awake out o1 
sleep, " put on the whole armour of God,' 
^' lift up " our heads in obedience to oui 
Master's summons, and find in the close oi 
every period of this rapidly passing life, anc 
especially in the hour which shall change the 
toil of conflict for the song of victory : " Re 
demption draweth nigh ! " 

February 5th, 1855. 
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h PSALM CXVI. 



1 I LOTS the Jjoxd, because He hath heard my voice 
and my supplications. 

2 Because He hath inclined His ear unto me, there- 
fore will I call upon Him as long as I live. 

3 The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains 
of hell gat hold upon me : I foimd trouble and sorrow. 

4 Then called I upon the name of the Lord ; O Lord, 
I beseech Thee, deliver my soul. 

5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous ; yea, our God 
iff merciful. 

6 The Lord preserveth the simple : I was brought 
low, and he helped me. 

7 Ketum unto thy rest, O my soul ; for the Lord hath 
dealt bountifully with thee. 

8 For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine 
eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. 

9 I will walk before the Lord in the land of the 
living. 

10 I believed, therefore have I spoken : I was greatly 
afflicted: 

11 I said in my haste, A31 tmsl are'^a»»* 



(Jer. xxxi. 3.) This love therefore included ourSy 
and originated it. It looked upon us when we 
had destroyed ourselves, with an eye of mercy ; 
it addressed us with the accents of com- 
passion ; it stretched out to us an arm of salvation , 
of help, of guidance ; nay more, it drew us ''with 
cords of a man, with bands of love." (Hosea xi. 4.) 
''No man can come to me, except the Father 
which hath sent me draw him," (John yi. 44,) are 
the words of Him who is " the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life,** (John xiv. 6,) the Saviour of 
the world. In Matthew xxii. 36 — 38, we 
read that our Lord replied to the lawyer who 
asked Him, " Master, which is the great com- 
mandment in the law?** "Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment.** And in Deut. x. 12, we 
read: "And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy 
God require of thee, but to fear the Lord tl^ God, 
to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, and to 
serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and 
with all thy soul.*' And in Deut. vi. 4, 5 : " Hear, 
O Israel : the Lord our God is one Lord : an^ 
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thin* 
hcBrt, and with all thy soul, and with all th 
mig^bt. " Happy then, they, w\io can. «»«cy ^ ^ ^ 



words of tbis Psalm, " I love the Lord ;" it is tbe 
language, not of nature — ^for *' the carnal mind is 
enmity against God," (Rom. viii. 7,) — ^but of grace. 
Eeader, is this your experience ? Can you say, 
"I love the Lord?" Search well your own 
heart ; examine it by the touchstone of inspi- 
ration ; Jesus said '' If a man love me, he will 
keep my words." (John xiv. 23.) Where then 
is your conformity to the precepts and to the pat- 
tern of your Lord ? Where are your slain sins ? 
Where are your struggles against those which 
even now so easily beset you ? Where are your 
prayers for victory to Him who alone can make 
you more than conqueror ? " God is love," and 
God is holiness. Hast thou some bosom sin ? or 
dost thou allow thyself in some doubtful course ? 
Ponder well that " God is love ;" ponder it if 
thou canst in all its fulness, in all its mani- 
festations ; till thou art constrained by gratitude, 
by affection, by inclinationy to strive against 
every thing in thy heart, or in thy walk, whether 
it be against God, or in thy conduct towards His 
creatures, thy brethren, which may displease the 
Lord thy God, thy Creator, thy Redeemer, thy 
Comforter, the Author of all grace, the Inspirer of 
all holiness, the Giver of every gpod%\&.i<5!t.^kssia^ 
of every hope for eternity. T\5:\^\on^"v^'^^«'^''^^^ 
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prayer was lost ? ^* One day is with the Lord as 8 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 
The Lord is not slack concerning His promise." 
(2 Peter iii. 8, 9.) In our day the Lord is abun- li 
dantly blessing the efforts made by the London k 
Society for the conversion of His ancient people ; ^ 
join then your prayer with that of the Apostle : 
*'Pray for the peace of Jerusalem," and doubt not; 
but beliere that a prayer-hearing and a prayer- 
answering God will hear your petition ; nay 
more, that He will fulfil the promise which He 
has graciously annexed to the command, '^ They 
shall prosper that love thee." (Ps. cxxiL 6.) But I 
I return to the consideration of your present 
distress. I mentioned the case of Israel as an 
example of apparent long delay in answer to 
prayer. Now perhaps you can only say, " In my 
distress I cried unto the Lord." (Psalm cxx. 1.) 
" Wait patiently for him." (Ps. xxxvii. 7.) Let your 
determination be through that strength which is I 

made perfect in weakness : '' Though He slay ,* 

me, yet will I trust in Him." (Job xiii. 15.) 
Cast thy soul upon the words of Jesus to the 
sorrowing sister at Bethany : '* Said I not unto 
thee, that, if thou wouldestbeliere, thou shouldest 
sec the glory of God?" (John xi. 40.) Pray 
/u faith, pray for foitJi, pray in the hwkvc o^ i ««raA% 



and in your Heavenly Father's good time you, 
too, shall be able to add, '* and He heard me." 
(Psalm cxx. 1.)* Love the Lord for His past 
mercies in providence, redemption, grace ; 
for those of His present gifts, which you can 
realize ; for His gracious promises to His chas- 
tened children ; for the rod which speaks f/ou a 
child : love Him though all around is dark, 
though faith may be sinking, hope failing; though 
the enemy seems triumphing. If Christ is yours, 
victory is yours ; " all things are yours." Love 
on so long as thou hast the blessed privilege 
of knowing the Lord; so great a one that, compa' 
ratively speaking, possessing it you may *' glory 
in tribulations also;" "sorrowful, yet alway rejoic- 
ing." Yet put not your love in the place of Jesus. 
It is His work for you, which is the ground 
of your Mth, the spring of your hope, and the 
reason of your acceptance : love to Jesus may 

* It seems right to add that the writer hadpreriously 
read Mr. Stephenson's beautiful remarks upon importu- 
nity in prayer, contained in his work on the twenty-second 
Psalm, and wishes to acknowledge both the general idea, 
and whatever thoughts may have been suggested by his 
writings in this and other places, as in some remarks ocl 
verse 6, which may have "been «v3L%'S^\fc^^s^ \sns» ^sa. 
Psalm ciii, 2, 



8 

be to your soul a blessed assurance that you are 
redeemed by His blood, and the subject of His 
grace ; but let not any thing wrought by you, 
or within you, either works, or faith, or feelings, 
obscure the light of your justification through 
the meritorious death and righteousness of 
Christ our " hope." (I Tim. i. I.) Let us then 
plead His blood, His work. His love, as our all. 
Let us live upon Him as our atonement ; let us 
obey Him as our best beloved friend; let us strive 
to forget ourselves in Him who was '* made a 
curse for us,'* to forget our griefs in those of the 
Man of sorrows. Let us love Him for all He has 
done, for all He is doing, for all He is for us. Let 
us say, " I love the Lord,'* for He is good ; I 
love the Father, my Creator, my Father in Christ ; 
He gave for me heaven's richest gift ; He spared 
not for me His only begotten, His beloved, and co- 
equal Son. (See Rom. viii. 32.) I love Jesus my 
precious Redeemer, "who loved me and gave Him* 
self for me." I love the blessed Spirit of Grace, 
the Quickener, the Sanctifier, the Comforter. I 
love the Triune Jehovah, while love is given to me. 
I love Him, whatever be His dispensations. I 
love Him though He hideth His face; and 
soon perhaps on earth — certainly in the imclouded 
//^A^ of His eternal love, you wvDi \>e exM^Aa^Vft 
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ng : '* Weeping may endure for a night, but joy 
mieth in the morning.** " I love the Lord be- 
iu8e He hath heard my voice and my suppli- 
itions." 



" Holt Comforter ! descend ; 

Unfold the things of God ; 
Bid our fears and sorrows end, 

Through faith in Jesu's blood. 
Thine it is that blood t* apply, 

Thine to make me feel and see 
Him who did for sinners die, 

As crucified for me. 

*' God of love, and Light of light, 

Jesus in me reveal ; 
Justify me in His sight. 

And stamp me with Thy seal : 
Fill my soul with joy and peace ; 

Wisdom, grace, and utt'rance give ; 
Make me through His righteousness, 

To life eternal live." 



II. 

** Becausb he hath, inclined His ear unto me, therefore 
will I call upon Him as long as I live." — ^Ver. 2. 

And wilt not thou, O answered Christian, 
approach again and again a throne which thou 
hast proved of such efficacy? Wilt thou not 
visit it for thy present and future needs; for 
guidance, grace, faith, love, perseverance ? Wilt 
thou not go there for thy friends ? Perhaps they 
prayed for thee, when thou wast unable through 
bodily or mental infirmities, to ask for thyself : 
thy restored health and blessings may be in some 
measure answers to their supplications. Use 
thine opportunity of blessing them. Hast thou 
large experience of preserving, pardoning, de- 
livering mercy ; of the power, wisdom, love, of 
thy God ? Hast thou had painful but salutary 
experience of the weakness of the flesh, of human 
vanity, impotency, vileness? Hast thou high 
thoughts of God ? low thoughts of self ? Go to 
the fount of strength, of cleansing and of grace, 
which has healed thee, on behalf of those in 
whose weakness, and in whose sorrow, thou canst 
sympathize: go for friends; go for enemies; go for 
a/y Ar whom Jesus died ; go fox tho&e ^\x.o \iQNe 
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never heard His saying name, that they may hear 
it, and love it ; for those to whom " He is 
precious," that they may have grace to follow 
Him more closely whom they love, to adorn in 
all things the doctrine in which they rejoice. Go 
for thy minister; ask for him wisdom to win 
souls ; fidelity, zeal, and love to fulfil his ministry ; 
grace to preach and to follow Christ ; pray that 
his own life may be " hid with Christ in God," 
so that he may have yet deeper views of divine 
truth, and a deeper experience of its blessedness, 
than he is able to express to others : pray that 
he may be made a special means of blessing to 
thy own soul, and that to him the promise may 
be abundantly fulfilled : '* He that watereth 
shall be watered also himself." Has he especial 
trials ? bring them before the throne of grace ; 
bring them to the *' Shepherd and Bishop " of 
souls, once " a Man of sorrows," now the " King 
of glory," always the sympathizing Friend, the 
prevailing Intercessor for His suffering mem- 
bers : ask for your pastor the best gifts — grace, 
illumination, comfort of love, patience of hope, 
and in . whatever measure he is walking in 
darkness or sorrow, ask that he may now ap- 
propriate, and finally abundaxitl^ x^aixia^ *"ic^ 
gracious promise whida. is ^'a e«^^vbiLVwNs>5^ '^ 
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the Borrowing labourer. " They that sow in tears 
shall reap in joy." Pray for the whole Church; 
for all " who love the Lord Jesus Christ in since-. 
rity.*' Pray for thy own Church ; seek her peace 
and prosperity. Are there errors, divisions, in 
thy neighbourhood, in thy country, in the world ? 
let thy supplications embrace all. Are there many 
imconverted } fer firom the only source of life, of 
peace, of joy ? Let thy pity feel for all ; let thy 
prayer bless all. Remember God*s love; His 
wondrous, longsuffering, aboimding love to thy 
soul ; thine utter un worthiness ; that aU is of 
grace. Think on these things, tiU thine heart is 
enlarged by ** the Spirit of grace and of sup- 
plications," for all from whose eyes and from 
whose heart the way of salvation is hid : their 
state, once thine own, needs thy prayer : the Holy 
Spirit, it may be, waits thy petition (which to be 
effectual, must be inspired by Him) to unlock the 
long-dosed heart, to open the long-sealed eyes, 
to convince, enlighten, sanctify, bless ; to do for 
them what He has done for thee. 

Pray, expecting full answers and large blessings ; 
pray, knowing thy nothingness, because He calleth 
thee ; because He waiteth to be gracious ; in the 
name of Jesus, who alone is worthy ; and may the 
Loi:d ^ve an abundant increase. May you realize 
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the power of prayer in your own heart ; in fresh 
faith to rest in your Redeemer; in fr^sh grace to 
resist the sins for which He died, and to walk 
even as He walked ; in peace and love and joy, 
blessed evidences of the Spirit's work, and the 
Spirit's indwelling ; blessed earnests of the ever- 
lasting rest which shall gladden the weary pilgrim ; 
blessed rays of that glory, which, brightening 
as life advances, shall illuminate life's eventide, 
shining brighter and brighter as he nears the 
land of his treasure, the home of his affections, 
his " Father's house." May this joy be yours ; 
and in answer to your prayers for others^ may you 
see brands plucked from the burning, comforted 
friends, saved souls ! but remember, '* neither is 
he that planteth any thing, neither he that 
watereth ; but God that giveth the increase." He 
who alone can enable you to pray, is the door. 
He prays in thee who accomplishes the work : all 
is of grace ; you cannot ask too much, nor too often 
for His glory, for thy growth in grace for man's 
salvation. " The Lord ftdfil all thy petitions." 



III. 



** The sorrows of death compassed me, and tlie pains 
of hell gat hold upon me : I foimd trouble and 
sorrow." — ^Ver. 3. 

" O GIVE thanks unto the Lord, for He is good : 
for His mercy endureth for ever. Let the re- 
deemed of the Lord say so^ whom He hath re- 
deemed from the hand of the enemy." (Ps. evii. 
1, 2.) " They that are delivered from the noise of 
archers in the places of drawing water, there 
shall they rehearse the righteous acts of the 
Lord." (Jud. v. 11.) And has thy God, O 
Christian believer, permitted thee to be put into 
the furnace " to humble thee, and to prove thee, 
to know what was in thine heart. * ' (Deut . viii. 2 . ) 
Hast thou been in Egypt, the house of bondage, 
and thence did the Lord deliver thee ? Dost 
thou know any thing of " that great and terrible 
wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scor- 
pions, and drought, where there was no water." 
(Deut. viii. 15.) Hast thou there learnt His power. 
His hatred of sin, and thy own littleness ? Be 
thankful. See from this touch of His correcting 
jband, how heavy were the stripes \ky «»m ^'&- 
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served, — ^how sorrowftil the cup which He pre- 
sented for our sakes to the Son of His love. 
Learn, in penitent sorrow, how great to all eternity 
must have been sin*s punishment, had it not 
been borne for us by Christ the Saviour ; learn, 
with unspeakable gratitude and love, what Jesus 
suffered (so far as our poor comprehension can 
fathom the mystery) to secure our pardon. 
Let a constant believing view of Calvary, of Geth- 
semane, shew thee the worth of the soul, the 
wages and the heinousness of sin, and the im- 
speakable love of Jesus, and for ever " hide pride 
from man." "We are not our own ; we are not 
independent creatures : every power of body, 
every endowment of mind, every feeling of the 
heart, our "body, and soul, and spirit," are lent 
to us by one who deserves our highest love,— our 
continual surrender to His service of the good 
gifts which he has entrusted to us : on Him we 
are dependant, not only for life and breath, but 
for thought and will, and the powers and affections 
which ought to be His, by an act of willing and 
joyful consecration. This dependance, which 
is the misery of the imreconciled sinner, is 
the highest happiness of the reconciled sinnec, 
the child of God. Love to God will ^lor^ t\ss&^ 
all 18 of His grace : it wWi mo^\. ^^^ ^^=sc^ 
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in infirmities. It will contemplate without dis* 
may that weakness which finds an omnipotent 
help, that misery which finds a sufficient Savionry 
that debt which is met by so infinite a lansom ; 
our wants, our weakness, wiU magnify the riches 
of redeeming loye: our vileness wiU exalt His 
compassions ; we shall see that we have nothing 
our own but sin; that we have nothing, absolutely 
nothing, to present before God, and that we need 
nothing but Jesus, the Son of His lov^, the gift 
of His unspeakable mercy, — Jesus, once abased for 
sinners, now at His right hand, our Advocate, 
our "Propitiation,** "our Bighteousness," our 
"Forerunner," our "All.** In Him we may 
glory now and to all eternity. The soul that 
grasps this is happy ; the soul that by grace is 
enabled to deaye steadfastly to this, is safe ; this 
is a truth, to find which it is surely worth going 
into the furnace; to retain which, it is surely 
worth remaining imder whatever discipline our 
Heavenly Parent's infinite wisdom and unbounded 
love sees meet for us. It is when we realize our 
poverty by nature, that we best rise to the fulness 
and freeness of the provision made for all our 
wants in the unsearchable riches of Christ;" 
when the soul is emptied of its own fancied right- 
eousnesB, and sees God in His in&nitA \io\mQs» 
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and power, and self in all its nothingness and 
vileness ; it is then that the sacrifice on Calvary 
speaks peace ; when hell is as it were open before 
us, when memory recoimts our sins, and all we 
have done seems but one sin, we are prepared 
to love Him whose heart was bared to receive 
our punishment; whose life was poxired forth 
so freely and so lovingly for our imheeding 
souls ; and we wonder with amazement and grief 
that we have ever gazed with imtouched heart, 
that we yet, alas ! can gaze so coldly on a sight 
which has broken so many hearts, which even 
*' angels desire to look into; " which exhausts the 
language and the praises of time, and shall be 
the untiring wonder and glory of eternity — the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 
The soul that grasps this, that sees in this 
Lamb (the redemption of earth, the admiration 
of Heaven) its own Saviour, its present rest, 
its eternal portion, is happy ; the soul that cleaves 
to this sweet possession, this ever brightening * 
hope, will be holy. Sin cannot stand the light 
of Christ's loving and dying gaze ; Satan cannot 
tempt as we behold the agony of Him we love ; 
the world pales before the attractions of the 
cross: self falls, ioi the cto«a^«J^^^s^^^'^^'^'^^ 
who suffeieA thereon " v^soa ^qvsccAr^ ^^'^ ^"^ 

c 1 
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transgressions;*' the soul says, as I believe one 
said of old, " my love is crucified; " and what 
meant this but the feeling of Paul : '' I am cru- 
cified with Christ : nevertheless I live ; yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me ; and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by the &ith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for 



me. 



»> 



Ah, who can tell the joy, 
That reigns within the breast, 
Where dews of heavenly grace descend. 
And Jesus is the guest. 

Like some sweet summer rose. 
It sheds a fragrance roimd ; 
Though oft, too oft, alas ! the thorn, 
Of nature will be foimd. 



A bright celestial day. 
Pours light and warmth within ; 
Yet stni a cloud too oft obscxures 
Its beams^ through inbred sui. 
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Here is the seat of war, 
Where sin and Satan rage, 
The conqueror is the dying saint, 
Who, fighting quits the stage.* 

Blest Jesus, to our souls. 

Thy grace and strength impart, 

Till clothed in Thine own righteousness 

We see Thee as Thou art.* 



* The hymn, yery nearly as here, may be found in 
** Christian Retirement,'* from which this was written 
from memory. 



IV. 



** Then called I upon the name of the Lord ; O Ix)rd, 
I beseech Thee, deliver my bouI." — ^Ver. 4. 

Here was perhaps the end of the Lord in yonr 
chastisement, — ^prayer for the salvation of yonr 
soul. Trouble of mind or body is often blessed 
to awaken the careless unbeliever, or to quicken 
the slumbering believer in the one thing needful, 
'* for what shall it profit a man if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul." " Is any 
among you af&icted, let him pray;" and we may 
learn from the experience and prayer here 
recorded, that in afflictive providences, prayer 
ought to seek in the first place spiritual blessings 
and benefits. The design of chastisement seems 
to be in the first place to convince us of sin ; 
to lead u» to examine the real state of our hearts : 
to stir us up to more fervent prayer, more 
untiring watchfulness, more persevering diligence 
in the great, the all-important work of our 
salvation. Reader, have you been hitherto care- 
less in this great work? And has the Lord in 
mercy arrested you in your perilous course by 
His chastisements ? Despise theia not. ^^ li >(!cl^ 
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righteous scarcely be sayed, where shall the un- 
godly and the sinner appear ?/' (1 Pet. iv. 18.) 
Consider the rod the message of God to your 
soul, to warn you of eternal wrath, " revealed 
from heaven against all ungodliness and un- 
righteousness of men, who hold the truth in 
unrighteousness." (Eom. i. 18.) And if the Lord 
has in mercy restored you, look upon this, as the 
gracious evidence of a love which is anxious 
above all things to save your soul; which, having 
delivered you from temporal distress, is willing 
to give you that eternal life which a Saviour's 
blood has purchased for all who seek it, — ^is wait- 
ing to set your feet upon the Rock of Ages, to 
bestow upon you all needful grace, — ^to lead you 
by the Holy Spirit's power through paths of 
righteouness and peace from grace to glory. 
And to you who have long sought salvation, 
the text speaks a word of warning and of comfort. 
Examine well your foimdation for eternity : per- 
haps in your prosperity you were satisfied with 
your spiritual standing (alas ! in this body self- 
satis&ction must be a mark of self-ignorance). 
AfiUction shewed jrour mistake, convinced you 
of your weakness, led you to more earnest search- 
ings of heart, more true, msxt^ ^^«55i\»s^^^os:Vs«- 
forjrour soul. You were leQi \» «fi» ^^ Vtfs^'*' 
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holiness, your own vileness. You are restored, 
thank the Lord for this ; but pray that the afflio^ 
tion may be sanctified to your eternal gain ; pray 
that your impressions may not pass away ; pray 
that the light of eternity then revealed to your 
soul may shine upon the remainder of your time. 
Let your walk be more guarded ; your eye more 
steadfastly fixed upon heaven ; your heart more 
entirely devoted to Him, whose atoning work 
you have seen in times of sorrow to be so un- 
speakably precious. Are you yet looking to earth 
(in any of its forms) for happiness ? to the praise 
of man, to the love even of dearest friends for 
satisfaction ? Look at Jesus crucified, and may 
His spirit enable you to settle it in your minds, 
once for all, that heaven is your only rest, your 
only home, and Christ the only way; and in 
dependance on that Holy Spirit's gracious help, 
in the strength of your Eedeemer, make now 
an effort to choose eternity, to crucify sin, to 
follow Jesus, which shall, through divine strength, 
never cease till you are past earth's temptations 
sorrows, and sins, and through the precious 
atonement of your Lord admitted for ever to His 
joy. For your comfort, remember that Scripture 
leads us to consider chastisement as a witness to 
tie Cbriatian of adoption into a i^piVi^, nAio 
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brought by many and various ways to glory, are 
all to be more or less conformed to the likeness 
of the Captain of their salvation, the ''Man of 
sorrows." (See Heb. xii. 2 — 12, and ii. 10.) 
Experience imfolds to the believer, "afterwards," 
those " peaceable fruits of righteouness," which 
the Divine Chastener intended to work thereby. 
Prayer was one. The throne of grace was always 
open, your need, your misery first shewed access 
through the peace-speaking blood of the Lamb 
as your privilege. Once perhaps you went coldly, 
reluctantly to your prayers. Now you go to 
commune with your best Friend; to pour out 
your heart into that heart which alone can fully 
sympathize in your sorrows, which .alone can 
satisfy your wants, which alone can understand 
your feelings, and give you (if good for you) your 
heart's desires. Prayer, no longer a task, or only 
a duty, is the most pressing want, the most effec- 
tual comfort of your soul. You rejoice that God 
is every where ; you welcome to your heart the 
Eedeemer, whose voice, standing at the door and 
knocking for admission there, was once so un- 
heeded. " Come in thou blessed of the Lord, 
wherefore standest thou without? " unbar the door 
of my poor heart, renew it Xi'^ Tk^ ^^^si^^^S^ 
with me fo^ ever ; witli T\iee \a \ijSSMx^"e>'^\ ^^^^io. 
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Thee is happiness ; with Thee is heaven. " I know» 
O Lord, that Thy judgments are right, and 
thiit Thou in faithfidness hast afflicted me." 
(Ps. cxix. 75.) Keep now this wayward heart; 
conform me to Thine image ; shew me the sioful- 
ness of sin in the light of Thine agony. Let me 
die to sin, to self, and to this vain world, and live 
only to Thee. Thou art my portion, and I want 
no more. Grant me Thy presence and Thy love ; 
keep me from grieving Thee as I so often do, 
and lead me by whatever road it pleaseth Thee, 
to that happy home where no sorrow, no temp- 
tation, and no sin, shall hide from my soid the 
light of Thy countenance, the realization of Thy 
presence, the enjoyment of Thy love. Holy 
Bedeemer, graciously hear me for the sake of Thy 
dying love. Amen. 



V. 



** GRACiors is the Lord, and righteous ; yea, our God is 

merciful." — ^Ver. 6. 

When Moses, the servant of the Lord, made this 
request, " I beseech Thee, shew me Thy glory,'* 
the answer was, ** I will make aU my goodness 
pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of 
the Lord before thee ; and will be gracious to 
whom I wiU be gracious, and will shew mercy on 
whom I will shew mercy." (Ex. xxxiii. 18, 19.) 
And again, after the provocation of the children 
of Israel in making the calf, when Moses went 
a second time to Moimt Sinai, and took in his 
hand the two tables of stone, '' the Lord de- 
scended in the doud, and stood with him there, 
and proclaimed the name of the Lord. And the 
Lord, passed by before him, and proclaimed. The 
Lord^ the Lord Gk)d, merciful and gracious, long- 
suffering, and abimdant in goodness and truth, 
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity 
and transgression and sin, and that will by no 
means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children, a3ld\K^\SL^}cL<^ ^^cS^^^sc^^ 
children, unto the ihixd and \;o \}5^<& HssvssSk^. ^«ts.e. 
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rattonJ** (Ex. xxxiv. 5 — 7.) Here are brough 

before us the attributes of the Lord, mentioned 

in the verse we are considering; the Lord a 

** gracious" and ''righteous." How are these con 

flicting attributes to harmonize ? In the thin 

chapter of Romans, 10th and 23rd verses, we read 

" There is none righteous no not one. For all havi 

sinned and come short of the glory of Gk>d." It if 

only looking at '' the Lamb of God which taketl 

away the sin of the world," (John i. 29,) anc 

callhig God "our God" in Him, that we car 

realize the blessed truth expressed in Plsaln 

Ixxxv. 9, 10: "Mercy and truth are met to- 

gether; righteousness and peace have kissed;'' 

and still more clearly stated in 2 Cor. v. 18, 19, 

and Rom. iii. 26 : " All things are of God, who 

hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ, and 

hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation ; 

to wit, that God was in Cluist, reconciling the 

world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses 

unto them:" that He might be just, and the 

justifier of Him which believeth in Jesus, " He 

hath concluded them all in imbelief, that He might 

have mercy upon all. O the depth of the riches 

both of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! 

how unsearchable are His judgments, and His 

wajrs past Ending out ! " (Rom. x\. Vl^ ^^.^ 
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Our sin was only the occasion by which God 
demonstrated to all worlds the riches of His love, 
wisdom, and holiness. Gracious is the Lord and 
righteous ; yea, our Lord is merciful ; a "just God 
and a Saviour." (Is. xly. 21.) Satan's triumph 
over men was the occasion of his signal discom- 
fiture, his final oyerthrow. Jesus, our surety, en- 
dured our curse; wrought out our salvation; 
brought in for all His believing people everlasting 
righteousness. " Hear, O heavens, and give ear, 
O earth ;" sing ye angels ; sing '' loudest ye re- 
deemed.*' Ye for whom the Lamb was slain, for- 
get not all His benefits ; foiget not the Father's 
amazing love; forget not the imfEithomable 
mystery of redeeming love, which even " angels 
desire to look into;" forget not the Spirit's 
work, who can reveal to thy soul this aU-suffi- 
cient, gracious Saviour ; who can tmite thee to 
Jesus by living &ith ; who can call to remem- 
brance redemption's price, and give thee grace to 
hate, repentance to mourn, and strength to forsake 
the sins which crucified thy Lord. 

Holy Bedeemer! let the hearts which Thou 
hast given, let the souls which Thou hast pur- 
chased by Thy most precious blood, in their 
every power, motive, affection^ b^ ««. voR^jrossssstiss^ 
in the hands of the Spirit oi ^c%x»,\ft ^x5K^^s«i'^xsw 
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their inmost recesses ; to sound forth for eTex* tber^ 
thatName which is above every nune ; to re-ec&o^ 
&intly it may be, yet constantly, Thine own voic^ 
of imknown, unspoken, imfathomable love ; th^ 
love of Heaven to guilty sinners, — ^the love which 
spared not the Son, — the love which brought Thee 
down to suffer our sorrows, our penalty, our 
curse, — ^the love which enabled Hiee to bear not 
only This our burden, but the taunts and revil- 
ings of those Thou didst die to redeem ; a love 
which has borne so long with our coldness, our 
ingratitude, our waywardness : a love which bears 
with us still — ^for we are sinners : the disease of 
our hearts is that we cannot worthily love or 
magnify Thee;— -our ingratitude magnifies Thy 
mercy; our coldness Thy surpassing grace; our si- 
lence speaks Thy marvellous love; our want of love 
the exuberance of Thine ; it showsybr wham Thou 
didst suffer all this ; for whom Thy holy, sacred 
breast was pierced. My Lord, my Saviour, my 
imperfect utterance, my wavering affections, my 
uncertain walk, my fiEtltering tongue, proclaim 
Thine unspeakable. Thine infinite compassions : 
my nothingness shews Thy condescension ; my 
unworthiness Thy grace ; my vileness commends 
Thy goodness. Yet, Holy Jesus, when Thou 
comest in Thy Glory; when Thou dost take >x^ 
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e worms Thy blood has purchased to the home 
ly love is preparing for them ; in the new song 
lich shall then be simg by Thy redeemed, give 
hearts to feel, understandings to apprehend, 
d tongues to utter, '* the breadth, and length, 
d depth, and height," of Thy love, " which 
jsseth knowledge/' 

*' Now unto him that is able to do exceeding 
undantly aboye all that we ask or think, 
cording to the power that worketh in us, 
ito Him be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus 
roughout all ages, world without end. Amen.'' 
Jp. iii. 20, 21.) 



*' Of all the gifts Thy hand bestows. 
Thou giver of all good. 
Not heav'n itself a richer knows, ' 
Than my Bedeemer's blood. 



<( 



Faith, too, the blood receiving grace. 
From the same hand we gain ; 

Else sweetly as it suits our case, 
That gift liad \)eeii m n^cox* 
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" Till Hiou Thj teaching power apply, 
Our hearts refuse to see, 
And, weak as a distemper*d eye. 
Shut out the view of Thee^ 

** Blind to the merits of Thy Son, 
What misery we endure I 
Yet fly that hand, from which alone 
We could expect a cure. 



{( 



We praise Thee, and would praise Thee mon 

To Thee our all we owe ; 
The precious Saviour, and the pow'r, 

That makes Him precious too." 

COVTPEI 



vr. 

•* The Lord preserveth the simple, I was brought low : 
and He helped me," — Ver, 6. 

" Blessed are the poor in spirit, for their's is the 
kingdom of heaven ; " but where did the Psalmist 
learn this truth? Nature does not teach it; 
nature says, '*! am rich and increased with goods 
and have need of nothing." (Rev. iii. 17.) Here 
is probably another of the fruits of sanctified 
a£9iction ; that sorrow had been sanctified to the 
man after God's own heart we find in Psalm cxix., 
verses 67 and 71 : ** Before I was afflicted I went 
astray ; but now have I kept Thy word. It is 
good for me that I have been afflicted; that I 
might learn Thy statutes." Whether David was 
the writer of the Psalm we are considering or 
not, seems uncertain, though I think there seems 
strong internal evidence that this was his com- 
position; but we may in any case take his recorded 
character as exemplifying the simplicity here 
spoken of. It was not that lack of wisdom repro- 
Imted in the twenty-seventh chapter of Proverbs, 
and there contrasted with prudence. "RiMjc^^^'Osssi. 
history of David' s early \\fe •, \i<ei«t V\nj^ ^JvesKx^w"^ 
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by one of SauPs servants as "prudent in matters.'* 
( 1 Sam. xvi. 18.) Listen to the inspired testimony 
to liis character: "And David behaved him- 
self wisely in all his ways, and the Lord teas with 
him. " (1 Sam. xviii. 14.) " David behaved himself 
more wisely than all the servants of Saul, so that 
his name was much set by.'' (1 Sam. xviii. 30.) 
Attend to his expressed resolve in a later part d 
his course ; " I will behave myself wisely in a 
perfect way" (Ps. ci. 2); and to his declara- 
tion in Psalm cxix. 99, "I have more under- 
standing than aU my teachers, for Thy testi- 
monies are my meditation. I understand more 
than the ancients, because I keep Thy precepts." 
We may believe that in David was that union of 
wisdom and humility which is enforced in Pro- 
verbs (xvi. 18 — 23) and also by the Apostle 
to the Romans (xvi. 19) : "I would have you 
wise unto that which is good, and simple con- 
cerning evil." David could say, " Lord, my heart 
is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: neither do I 
exercise myself in great matters, or in things too 
high for me. Surely I have behaved and quieted 
myself, as a child that is weaned of his mother : 
my soul is even as a weaned child." (Ps. cxzxi. 
1, 2.) Let us seek for grace to have this lowly 
opinion of ourselves, remembering t^e a-y^oe^x^^i^ 
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ingB against high-mindedness in Bom. xi. 20, 
di. 3, 16, and the words of our Divine 
emer, '' Except ye be conyerted and become 
ttle children, ye shall not enter into the 
lorn of heaven/' (Matt, xyiii. 3.) Sancti- 
affliction teaches this lesson; it shews us 
sires; it shews us that our own wisdom, 
avours, will, have been carrying us step by 
to the verge of the pit ; we see our misery 
that we have destroyed ourselves; we see 
our sin has foimd us out, but amidst or after 
*oaring of the stormy tempest, we heard tha 
it still voice of One mighty to save, who per- 
ed and overruled it to our good. '' In me m 
3 help." (Hoseaxiii. 9.) Reference is here 
B to particular, rather than to aU cases of af- 
lOn, but the result will generally be to '' hide 
e from man." (Job xxxiii. 17.) All who 
) been rescued from their misery, have cause, 
he midst of their thankfrdness, to look 
md the channel through which the mercy 
have been sent, to the great source of all 
3ing, and to say, it was not by my power, or 
lom, or goodness, ^'He helped me." Re- 
ed sinner thank the Lord for your deliverance; 
r that Satan may not again tempt you to be 
id, to forget that it ^«Ja ^^e^ \jsst^^ \i5ss^ 
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that helped you; the Lord hath shewed you your 
weakness. Bless Him for it ; make not another 
rod needful by forgetting the lessons of adversity; 
as long as you humble yourself under the hand 
of the Lord you are safe. " The Lord preserveth 
the simple." 



I LAY me down in peace and take my rest ; 
What arm supports me that I sink not down 
To lowest hell ? — ^Thine everlasting arms, 
My God, which once upon the cross, outstretch*d 
For sinners, plead my pardon, for of such 
I am the chief: — For I was bom in sin ; 
That mantle wrapped me round, and hid firom me. 
My poverty, and Thy most wondrous grace ; 
And I heard of Thy love, and woe, with heart, 
XJnmov'd to pity for myself or Thee : 
But Thou didst apprehend me by Thy love. 
And by Thy Spirit's call didst touch my heart. 
And by Thy scourges Thou didst rend the veil 
Of pride, which interposed between me and 
My fellows, — ^more between me and my God. 
For '^ God resists the proud," and such was I, 
WJ sor'reign grace subdued my waywat^YiR%xVi\ 
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And laid me prostrate at my Saviour's feet. 
Spirit of truth and grace, give me to feel 
The Father's love in His great gift ; yet more, 
Give me fresh faith in the redeeming work 
Of His dear Son, and ope these stammering lips. 
Silent too long ; to shew forth all thy praise. 



VII. 

" Return unto thy redt, O my soul ; for the Lord hath 
dealt bountifully with thee."— Ver. 7. 

ijx Exodus xxxiii. 14, the presence of the Lord 
was promised as rest; later in prophecy, Is. xi. 10, 
a root of Jesse was promised, to which the Gen- 
tiles should seek, ''and His rest shall be glorious; " 
and when type was exchanged for vision, pre- 
diction for fulfilment, '' the people that walked in 
darkness " saw great light, and heard the words 
of Him who spake as never man spake : '' Come 
tmto me, all t^e that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart : and ye shall find rest imto your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light." (Matt. xi. 28—30.) 

But what is the motive by which the Psalmist 
animates his soul to come to this rest ? Expe- 
rienced mercy, experienced pardon, experienced 
deliverance, which he further particularizes, 
and enlarges upon in the following verse. He 
had been in trouble and sorrow, ''greatly af- 
flicted ;" he had found by painful experience that 
'^Fom is the help of man;" (8ee\exBea\0,\^^^ 
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and learned how to prize that rest for the 
wounded, sin-stricken, and sorrowing spkit, 
which can alone be found in Him who was 
anointed, " to preach good tidings unto the meek ; 
to bind up the broken-hearted ; to proclaim 
liberty to the captives ; and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound." Chiist is the 
only rest of the soul. Does any soul read these 
thoughts who is seeking happiness out of Christ ^ 
Vain search. Canst thou satisfy the immortal 
soul, made in the image of God, with the husks 
of this perishing world ? Dost thou find honour 
in her praise, happiness in her pleasures, love in 
her friendship, which is enmity with Him who 
is Love ? Out of Christ and His salvation life is 
without joy, death without hope. You have 
been leaning on a broken reed ; has it not already 
pieroed you } Have not the vanity, the emptiness, 
the gilded wretchedness of all that earth has to 
offer, yet wrung from your heart the confession, 
*' How many hired servants of my father's have 
bread enough and to spare, and I perish with 
hunger ! '* Oh that you woidd receive Christ, and 
with Hun present and eternal joy. His yoke is in- 
comparably sweeter that the world's bondage; His 
reproach greater riches than her treasures ; Hia 
Afflictions happinesB comi^«»x^^ 'I'^JOd. V«t Sjs^'^^ 
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Oh that you would make trial of His love! 
Oh that you would consent to your own hap- 
piness ! Oh that you would bring to the Lamb 
of God the heart for which His most precious 
blood was given! the heart which, however 
defiled, His blood can cleanse ; the heart which, 
however sorrowful, ffis love can bless ! Spirit of 
loVe, of grace, of power, convince the wanderer of 
the misery of His choice ; shew the way yet open 
to pardon, to holiness, to happiness, in Jesus 
the Saviour. Shew him Jesus. Speak to His 
heart the words of invitation and of love which 
we have seen are addressed to Him : *' Come unto 
me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.'* And by thy gracious power 
kindle new joy in heaven, by causing Him to cry 
from the depths of a heart seeking reconciliation 
through the only, the effectual atonement, " I 
will arise and go to my Father." " This is a &ith- 
ful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners : 
of whom I am chief." 

Tou who have come to Jesus, and to whom 

*' He is precious," but who are suffering in the 

world tribulation : Are you tried by sickness ? Does 

weakness of body or mind diminish your power of 

enjoyment, or what will be to the faithful follower 
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of Jesus yet more trying, your power of doing His 
work ? ** This is the work of God, that ye believe 
on Him whom He hath sent." You would have 
chosen the part of service ; but what if Jesus 
calls you to a better part. May you walk 
through the rest of your journey leaning on 
your Beloved ; on Him who '* took our infirmitus 
and bare our sicknesses." Yet He may use you 
as an instrument in promoting His kingdom; 
seek that His will. His glory, may be the end of 
your doing or sufferings Soon may you come 
to the land where " the inhabitant shaU no more 
say I am sick.*' Or does the world vex, or cares 
perplex thy soul? Art thou bereaved? Are 
dearest Mends £Eur removed by the hand of death, 
or the perhaps equally, if not more, painful hand 
of absence? Hast thou little hope of seeing many 
of thy loved ones till Jesus comes ? Whatever 
be thy sorrow, whether earthly cares or earthly 
losses, tiie voice which cheered the sorrowing 
Mary at Bethany, speaks and says, '' The Master 
is come and calleth for thee." 

Or do spiritual temptations harass thy soul ? 
Art thou struggling against inbred corruption, 
or some besetting sin, powerless in thy own re^ 
sources ? Has thy prayer ascended to Qod foe 
deliverance, and has t\iat ^to^et '>a^«i^\siSsNK«NRfc 



apparently unanswered? Thou too art weary 
and heavy laden. This is a sad bondage. He 
that '^ committeth sin is the servant of sin." 
'^For this purpose the Son of Gk)d was mani* 
fested, that He might destroy the works of the 
devil." Call upon the Lord and wait patiently 
for Him. Remember the apostle's prayer, not 
answered by the removal of that against which 
he prayed, but in a promise of Divine assistance 
which may speak comfort to the £dnting Chris- 
tian warrior, •• Cast down, but not destroyed." 
'* My grace is sufficient for thee, for my strength 
is made perfect in weakness." Dost thou 
indeed wish to rest from sin, from tempta- 
tion, in the bosom of Jesus ? Is sin thy burden ? 
Then ^^be of good comfort; rise. He calleth 
thee." The voice whose word is power, whose 
promise is performance ; the voice that stiUed 
the tix)ubled waters, and the yet more troubled 
soul ; the voice that healed the sick, that cured 
the blii^d, that raised the dead ; the voice of Him 
" who bare our sins and carried our sorrows ; " 
yea, the voice of Him who was made *' sin for us," 
'* that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him," saith to thee, *'Come unto me, 
and I will give you rest/' 
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Matt. xi. 28. 

Ho, every one that thirsteth, hither come ! 
The prophet call*d,* the blessed Saviour cried ;* 
Salvation's living waters gently flow,' 
Ye weary wand'ring souls approach the tide. 

Ye thirst for joy in early life's young morn ; 
Seek it not here, earth's joy is full of woe. 
In God alone is consolation found, 
His children life's best gifts alone can know. 

Come to the Fount of love, and peace, and joy,^ 
Resign the meteor lights which round thee play ; 
The joy which Jesus gives knows no aUoy, 
Its blessedness can no man take away.*^ 

Ye thirst for peace when cares and sorrows rise, 
From sin, from self, from man, for ever cease ; 
Haste to the fountain opened for your sin,' 
Your Saviour calls,'' O come, " He is our peace." 

Wearied in life's rough way, seek ye repose. 
Earth's " broken cisterns," cannot make you blest;' 
On each th' unerring word of truth inscribes, 
*' Arise, depart, for this is not your rest."' 

1 Is. Iv. 1. » John vu. 37. ^ pg. xlvi. 4. 
* Gal. V. 22. » John xvi. 22. 
6 Zech. xiu. 1. ' Micah v. 6 ; Ep. ii. 14. 
8 Jer. ii. 13. «U\<i«kyL« \^ , 

£2 
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Seek ye for rest, it does not dwell on earth. 
Save in the heart renew'd by sov'reign graee/ 
Kejoicing only in the Saviour's love, 
Strong in His strength to run the Christian race« 

Blest are the souls, who wearied with their sin. 
Lay down their burden at the Saviour's cross ; 
Who heavy laden find their rest in Him, 
And count for His dear love all else but loss.^ 

Blest are the souls that inly thirst for grace,^ 
Who pant to be made holy, meek, and pure ; 
They shall be fill'd from His own bounteous hand. 
Bread shall be given and water shall be sure.' 

The Spirit and the Bride unite their voice,^ 
With thy Redeemer's to allure thee home ; 
Oh listen to the call of earth and heaven, 
Prink and be bless'd and say thou also come. 

» PhU. iii. 7, 8. 

2 Matt. V. 6. » Is. xxxiii. 16. 

^ Rev. xxU. 16. 



VIII. 

<* FoK Thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine 
eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. I will 
walk before the Lord in the land of the liying." — 
Verses 8, 9. 

Hebe is a threefold deliverance, — ^redemptions 
comfort, guidance; the first is the greatest, it 
includes the other two. Soul-mercies are the 
greatest mercies, without them all other gifts 
would be of no avail; we should be without God, 
and without hope : with soul-mercies the believer 
can rejoice even in tribulation. Having Christ, 
all things are his, and the Lord pledges to His 
people every good gift for time and for eternity 
in these words, '^He that spared not His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall 
He not with Him also freely give us all things? " 
Salvation, consolation, guidance, are the portion 
of the Christian ; the transitory cloud only serves 
sooner or later to reveal to him more clearly, 
and more brightly, that Light which is the 
solace of his way, as it shall be the everlasting 
glory of his eternal home : the tears he sheds 
are sympathized mtYi\>y ft^a ^^ox-^S^^^'fc^fc^'^'^ssas^^ 



the " man of sorrows/' who for him once content 
to walk a wilderness world, retraces His steps 
with His sorrowing disciples. " I will not leave 
you comfortless; I will come to you." Sweet 
tears, which ensure to us the presence, the sym- 
pathy, the help of Jesus; happy perplexities which 
He shares, and He resolves ; blessed cares^ which 
bring us to a throne of grace, to implore His 
divine strength, which is made *' perfect in weak- 
ness,*' and endear to us by happy experience of 
its faithfulness, the divine word: ''Casting all 
your care upon Him, for He careth for you;*' 
and make more fully our own that most blesised 
invitation, '' Come unto me all ye that axe weary 
and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.*' 

But the Christian needs, and receives also, 
guidance; not only the precious blood of the 
Atonement, once sprinkled on the heart and con- 
science, but the Spirit's renewing power every 
moment, to apply that precious and cleansing 
remedy again and again, as the only fountain 
for sin ; the only ground of acceptance ; the only 
acceptable motive for perseverance in holiness. 
We have need to pray continually, '' Hold Thou 
me up, and I shall be safe." We cannot stand 
lor a moment without the grace of the Lord. 
O what a subject for humiUation «j& xe^^da 
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ourselves, for charity towards others, and fer- 
vent, persevering prayer on their behalf; for 
abounding gratitude to that blessed Saviour 
whose blood purchased for us (if indeed we are 
Christ's) the Spirit's grace; and for constant 
prayer, and praise, and love, and adoration to 
that blessed, gracious, Holy Spirit, who con- 
descends to renew our vile unworthy hearts, to 
consecrate them as His abode, to reveal to us 
the things of Christ and of eternity, the love of 
the Father and of the Son, and to lead us from 
g^race to grace along that path of pleasantness 
and peace which *' shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day." 

The Lord's word to Abraham was, '* Walk be- 
fore me, and be thou perfect." The resolve, " I 
will walk before the Lord," is one which includes 
in it all duty and all blessedness ; '' Can two walk 
together except they be agreed?" To walk, then,^ 
as in the constant, the acknowledged, the desired, 
and rejoiced in, presence of a Holy God, implies 
reconciliation, conformity, friendship. It implies 
a renunciation of sin, of self, of '' the friendship 
of the world ;" of all which may displease the 
I/ord, or hinder the communion of the soul with 
Him who is its "shield," and its '^exceeding 
gpreat inward ;" its delig\it) " l^^ft Okl^^\. ^^Bssjissjos^ 
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ten thousand," and "altogether lovely." Is it 
not to watch, to pray, to agonuse, after a growing 
conformity to the only perfect pattern, the Lord 
Jesus; to rejoice in the thought that He is always 
near us, near to pardon, near to keep, near to 
bless. What is this land of the living in 
which the Psalmist resolves to vealk ? Is it not 
spoken of believers in Him of whom St. John 
says, "In Him was life, and Hie life was Hie 
light of men." Man is by nature " dead in tres- 
passes and sins; " quickened by the Spirit's power 
through the atonement of the Lamb; renewed 
unto life by the impartation of His divine life, 
who took our nature and bore our curse that 
He might clothe us with all blessedness by giv- 
ing us Himself. Union with " the Vine " is liie 
source of the believer's happiness and fruitfiilness. 
For the Most High, Most Holy, Most Loving, to 
come to take up His abode with any creature 
is unutterable condescension, is imutterable hap- 
piness : it is the nearest approximation on earUi 
to heaven; it is the ** joy unspeakable and full of 
glory," which the apostle Peter speaks of, as the 
portion of the believer here, who can through 
the Spirit's grace love an unseen Saviour (1 Pet. 
i. 8, 9) ; it is a foretaste of that higher, enduring, 
ererlasting blessedness wbichi ift xeMxve^ iox VVssl 
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when he shall experience more than the fruition 
of his most ardent longing, more than the realiz- 
ation of his most transporting hopes, in the 
presence of God and of the Lamb. The Lord 
grant to the readers, and to the writer, of these 
pages, to walk with Him by faith now, and here- 
after to be of that rejoicing number who shall 
walk with Him in white, yea who shall " follow 
the Lamb whithersoever He goeth." Amen. 



IX. 

** I BELiEYED, therefore have I spoken : I was greatly 
afflicted : I said in my haste, All men are liars." — 
Verses 10, 11. 

Whex Jesus would confirm the iaiih. and 
sustain the hope which He was so soon about 
to realize. He said to the trembling and sorrowing 
sister of His Mend, '' Said I not unto thee that 
if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the 
glory of God ? " (John xi. 40.) In our hours of 
despondency, of sorrow, or of temptation, we may 
hear the same gracious voice, so full of love and 
power, encouraging us to trust in the Divine 
omnipotence and Divine love, which the same 
Saviour is willing, is ready, to exercise on our 
behalf. But let us consider the words before us : 
they are alluded to by St. Paul, in 2 Cor. iv. 13. 
May " the spirit of foith " which dwelt in the 
writer of them, and in the apostle to the Gen- 
tiles, be in us also for Christ's sake, and may 
He graciously bless these thoughts to His own 
glory in the salvation of souls ! The words we 
are now considering seem to shew us the Psalm- 
yst's laith, and his temporary {ear. Oiv >ik« ow^sids 
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view it would appear that some of the Bible 
saints are represented as failing in the very grace 
by which they were generally particularly dis- 
tinguished. I say on the outside, because I wish 
to speak with reverence, and not to sit in judgment 
upon these holy men of old. It has however, 
I believe, been remarked by other writers, of 
Moses, the meekest man, and Peter, whose denial 
of our blessed Lord seemed contrary to the 
courage and boldness of His usual demeanour. 
This may be to teach us that man can never 
glory in himself, but in his infirmities. The tenth 
verse shews us the Psalmist's spirit of faith, 
" I believed ;" the eleventh his fears, " I said in 
my haste. All men are liars." 

Who among the servants of Jesus has not 
suffered with His Master, from the reproaches 
of men, the strife of tongues ? Remember Jo- 
seph, hated by his brethren ; remember the 
career of David ; even in early youth his brethren 
misjudged his motives. (1 Sam. xvii. 28.) 
Saul was jealous of him, (1 Sam. xviiii. 8, 9,) de- 
ceived him, (ver. 19,) and attempted his life 
(1 Sam. xix. 10,) and we all remember the love he 
bore to Absalom, which all the ingratitude and 
treachery of the son could not exhaust. David 
had indeed cause to say mV\i ^<& \»^sc^3sx^ ^ 

IP 
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old, "My brethren have dealt deceitfully with 
me.'' (Job vi. 15 — 17.) Listen to the complaint 
of Jeremiah, " All my familiars watched for my 
halting, saying, Peradventure he will be enticed, 
and we shall prevail against him, and we shall 
take our revenge on him." (Jer. xx. 10.) Hear 
the cry of the evangelical prophet : " My 
leanness, my leanness, woe unto me ! the 
treacherous dealers have dealt treacherously ; 
yea the treacherous dealers have dealt very 
treacherously.'' Similar was the experience 
of St. Paul : " At my first answer," he says, " no 
man stood with me, but all men forsook me." 
(2 Tim. iv. 16.) Christian, art thou, too, conformed 
in this respect to thy Master, and to many of His 
people of whom the world was not worthy ? Has 
the Mend whom you loved proved utterly un- 
worthy of your confidence ? Let this trial bind 
you more closely in love, as it will in fellowship, 
with Him who endured not only the contradic- 
tion of skmers against Himself, but the n^lect 
of Mends, the treachery of a companion. Let this 
and every other sorrow bring you to the adorable 
" Man of sorrows." Let Hie disappointment of 
earthly hopes, the fidlure of human Mendship, 
open your heart more fully to the love which 
am never dStisAppoint, the ¥nend. \?Vio QUOLOii Usv^e 
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nor forsake, who ^^ sticketh closer than a bro- 
ther," so shall earthly loss prove heavenly gain. 

A few words to those who, from whatever 
cause, more especially mental affliction, may have 
been led to say, *' All men are liars." First, I 
would call upon you to praise the Lord; you 
have, with the Psalmist, had cause to say, '^ I was 
greatly afflicted;" but can you not also say, 
''Heaviness may endure for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning." You said, with him, 
"All men are liars ;" thank the Lord that it was 
" in haste." You have seen the end of the Lord, 
that the Lord is very pitiM and of tender mercy. 
'' He wounds to heal. He bruises the heart that 
He may pour into it the oil of joy ; He empties 
of earthly satisfactions that He may fill it with 
Himself. Yours are peculiar trials ; yours are 
pecidiar consolations; you have seen the greatness 
of the Lord's chastisements ; you have experienced 
His wondrous power and love in restoration. Seek 
that the life which He has given, redeemed, re- 
stored, may be so far as is possible, through Jesus, 
one continued thank-ofPering of greatfrd praise. 
Secondly, let the Word of God be to you a store- 
house of guidance and consolation ; '' a lamp" to 
your "feet," a " light" to your " path;" your dis- 
tress wiJl have endeared to '^ou\\a'^^c^'5»C^^*^^«!«sssi' 
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henceforth be your "comfort," (Ps. Ivi. 10, 
Prayer-book,) your "rejoicing," (Jer. xv. 16,) your 
guide. (Ps. cxix. 105.) Are you weak? Re- 
member the Divine promise : " To them that 
have no might He increaseth strength," (Is. xl. 
29.) Jesus says, "My grace is sufficient for 
thee, for my strength is made perfect in weak^ 
ness." (2 Cor. xii. 9.) 

Are you tempted ? " There hath no temptation 
taken you but such as is common to man : but 
€k>d is fidthful, who will not sufPer you to be 
tempted above that ye are able ; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape, that 
ye may be able to bear tV." (1 Cor. x. 13.) 
" Blessed is the man that enduretii temptation : 
for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown 
of life, which the Lord hath promised to them 
that love Him." (James i. 12.) In warning us 
of the power and activity of our great spiritual 
adversary, the apostle Peter encourages us to 
" resist " him " steadfast in the faith," " knowing 
that the same afflictions are accomplished in your 
brethren that are in the world." Let us not 
then be weary, or faint in our minds. We " have 
not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin;" 
let us call to mind the gracious words and acts of 
One who for our sakes did resist, did triumph ; 
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in ^hom we may yet be " more than con- 
querors.*' Remember the imbelieving lord, who 
would not accept the gracious promises of Divine 
assistance, and perished miserably. (2 Kings yii. 
19, 20.) " Be strong, and of a good courage;'* 
" if ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be 
established." (Is. vii. 9.) Are you perplexed 
about the path you ought to pursue? He leadeth 
the blind by a way that they know not. (See 
Is. xlii. 16—19.) Are you troubled because 
you can do so little for Him who has done so 
much for you ? Read the Lord's word to Baruch 
in the forty-fifth chapter of Jeremiah ; be content 
to pray and to wait God's time ; He can open a 
door of usefulness when it pleases Him : " He 
sealeth up the hand of every man, that all men 
may know His work." (Job xxxvii. 7.) Are 
you labouring imder peculiar difficulties ? Re- 
member the command, '' Trust in the Lord, and 
do good ; (Ps. xxxvii. 3^7 ;) remember also 
the promise, " Commit thy works unto the Lord, 
and thy thoughts shall be established." (Prov. 
xvi. 3.) Use the opportunities vouchsafed to 
you of glorifying your Deliverer gladly, thank- 
fully ; that they are few, that they ate small, may 
be your fear, may be your sorrow ; but in faith, 
in lore, and in prayer, ^^^\)ck'ei^x^"'^««i^'«iss«hss8&*\ 
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let the present opportunity glorify your God, and 
bless your neighbour. Be content with your 
Master's appointments, '' In all thy ways acknow- 
ledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.'* (Prov. 
iii. 6.) '' The Lord knoweth them that are His. 
And, Let every one that nameth the name of 
Christ depart from iniquity." (2 Tim. ii. 19.) 

Lastly, call to mind the afflictions of God's 
chosen servants in every age ; prophets, apostles, 
martyrs, yea of Him, who " Though He were a 
Son, yet learned He obedience by the things 
which He suffered." (Heb. v. 8.) " For it be- 
came Him, for whom are all things, and by whom 
are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, 
to make the Captain of their salvation perfect 
through sufferings." (Heb. ii. 10.) "The dis- 
ciple is not" (would not be) "above his master;" 
Jesus said, " In the world ye shall have tribu- 
lation." 

Brethren, "The time is short." "Yet a little 
while, and He that shall come will come, and will 
not tarry." It is He who has said, " Be of good 
cheer ; I have overcome the world." (John xvi. 
33.) "Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a erown of life." (Rev. ii. 10.) " Fear 
none of those things which thou shalt suffer." 
y/ js written, "And in nothing terrified by your 
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adversaries : which is to them an evident token 
of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of 
God. For unto you it is given in the behalf of 
Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to 
suffer for His sake." (Phil. i. 28, 29.) " Now 
the just shall live by faith : but if ant/ man draw 
back» my soul shall have no pleasure in him." 
(Heb. X. 38.) 

Grant most merciful Lord to the writer and to 
the readers of these words, that they may with 
the apostle also say : ^' But we are not of them who 
draw back imto perdition, but of them that believe 
to the saving of the souL" Jesus, Master, hear ! 



X. 

** What shall I render iinto the Lord for all His beneflti 
toward me ? I will take the cup of salyation, and 
call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my 
Yows unto the Lord now in the presence of all^His 
people."— Ver. 12—14. 

How slow we are to learn that even if we could 
do all that is commanded ns we should be *' un- 
profitable servants," man by nature regards him- 
self as an independent creature, forgetting that 
every talent, time, health, influence, intellect, are 
given ; and man, renewed by grace, too often for- 
gets to look unto " the rock " whence he has 
been hewn,'* to " the hole of the pit " whence he 
was " digged ; " forgets that all his past experience, 
and present attainment is of grace, and that every 
opportunity for doing the Lord's work, that every 
affection which he can consecrate to the Lord, is 
His gift ; alas, so blind are we, so prone to glory 
in ourselves, that sometimes even gifts of grace 
may be taken away, and we may be stripped of 
some of our powers and opportunities of glorify- 
ing the Lord, for a time ; that we may feel as well 
as acknowledge that " in Him we live and move 
and have our being ; " yea, that " of Him, and to 
Him, and tlirough Him, arc aW t\im^?' 
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Sweet it has been said are the uses of adver- 
sity, and none perhaps more precious in the end, 
though the waj to it may be painful, than when 
we are brought into such a state of heart that in 
reply to the question, " What shall I render to 
the Lord for all His benefits ? *' we can say from 
the heart, " I will receive." 

*' The best return for one like me 
So wretched, and so poor. 
Is from His gifts to draw a plea, 
And ask Him still for more. 



(C 



I cannot serve Him as I ought. 
No works have I to boast ; 
Yet would I glory in the thought 
That I shall owe Him most." 



Receive then God*s '^ imspeakable gift," Jesus 
Christ, and all things for time and eternity in 
Him. '' Receive the cup of salvation and call 
upon the name of the Lord ; " call upon Him for 
fresh grace to serve Him who hath '' dealt bounti- 
fully " with you : " He giveth more grace ; " the 
treasury of heaven is' not exhausted. Come for 
a more stead£Eist £Edth, for a deepening love, an 
ever brightening hope, an ev«t ^wSsi'^ ^sw^^- 
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fbrmity to the example of Jesus ; pray, and forget 
not to praise ; fbz^et not the resolutions that you 
made in the prospect of eternity. In the hour of 
deep trial, the soul feels the reality of things un- 
seen, it knows there is a heaven and a hell ; it 
feels the nothingness of this transitory world, of 
all its joys and sorrows, hopes and fears, except 
as they bear upon eternity; it learns the pre- 
ciousness of time as the appointed day of grace 
and of preparation ; and as past opportunities lost, 
past sins committed, past mercies unacknow- 
ledged, past chastisements unheeded, rise up 
before the awakened mind, the love of God in 
giving His Son for guitly rebels, when brought 
home to the soul by the Spirit's power, is felt to 
be great indeed; and then the precious blood 
that *^ cleanseth from all sin " is applied by the 
same Spirit, a sweet sense of reconciliation with 
our Father in heaven is the result ; the soul 
newly assured of pardon, feels every earthly trial 
to be light, every discouragement to be as 
nothing ; the joy of the Lord is its strength, and 
''for a season " the tempter may have left the 
disciple, even as he left his Master ; but return- 
ing health brings returning temptations to world- 
liness, to forgetfulness of God, to self-seeking and 
seJf'pleasing ; and praises £e\t va ^•e «v!(^)l <i\liubv- 
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ber, or the hour of affliction, are not always 
proclaimed in the congregation to the glory of 
God. Mark the resolve, " I will pay my vows 
imto the Lord now." Oh, how important in this 
transitory world is the determination to glorify 
the Lord, " now." 

Restored Christian — God has done great things 
for you ; let your life magnify him ; let your 
prayer be " Open Thou my lips, O Lord, and my 
mouth shall shew forth Thy praise. ' * Pray for the 
willing heart ; pray for the consistent walk ; pray 
for the consecrated life ; Let the world take know- 
ledge of you that you have been with Jesus ; you 
may always be with Jesus ; every fear, every grief, 
every temptation, every sin, if you are indeed 
His, may bring you, ought to bring you, nearer 
to Him who is your joy, your strength, your 
consolation, your advocate, your righteous- 
ness. Go to him then "now." Ask him to wash 
you, to bless you, to sanctify you, to keep you, 
to conform you every day more and more to his 
holy likeness; to abide with you, and enable 
you to glorify Him here, and to take you at last 
to be with Him, where no doubt, nor sorrow, nor 
temptation, nor sin can hide firom your soul the 
light of His coimtenance, or hinder your realiza- 
tion o{ His infinite love. 
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" Precious in the sight of the Lord ia the death of 
His saints. " — ^Ver.16. 

The Lord*s portion is His people ; Jacob is the 
lot of His inheritance. " (Deut. xxxii. 9.) St. 
Peter, speaking of the " chief comer stone, elect 
precious, " adds, ** unto you therefore which be- 
lieve He is precious, " and thej are precious to 
Him. '' Qod is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living ; " " for all live unto Him. '* They 
are precious to Him in this life ; they are pre- 
cious, so He called them home : the prayer of the 
Redeemer must receive its fulfilment, *' Father, I 
will that they also whom Thou hast given me be 
with me where I am ; that they may behold my 
glory which Thou hast given me." (John xvii. 
24.) Let us consider why the death of His saints 
may be precious, and may the Spirit of power, 
love, and holiness, teach and sustain the writer 
and graciously bless these words to the edifice 
tion of souls, to the advancement of the Saviour 
kingdom, to our holiness in life, to our happine 
in death, to higher and fuller ascriptions of prai 
to the Triune Jehovah : Lord, the work is thi 
own; thine he the glory. 



61 

1st.— ^The death of the saints may be precious 
because they are hereby removed from the influ- 
ences of the flesh, the temptations of the world, 
the attacks of the great adversary of souls : here 
the Lord gives them grace oftentimes to triumph 
oyer these enemies, and we should remember 
that this is all of grace, all the gift of God in 
Christ Jesus, that all the glory is His due : but 
alas ! to our great misery, we often, too, are left to 
experience that our best strength is utter weak- 
ness ; we feel our impotency, we confess our vile- 
ness : we see how utterly imworthy we are of the 
compassionate grace of the Friend of Sinners : we 
remember that He came' '' to seek and to save that 
which was lost ; " we shed tears, and wonder that 
they so seldom wash the dear feet our sins have 
pierced : He looks upon us and we know that He 
does hear our prayer for pardon ; that He will 
hear our prayer for peace. I said it was to 
our great misery we learned our utter weakness, 
but if it lead us thus to the foot of the cross, in 
penitence, and faith, and love ; if we are enabled 
thus by the Spirit to take hold of the omnipotent 
*' strei^gth, *' which is '' made perfect in weak- 
ness, '' we are blessed. But we must return into 
a world of temptation, the world that crucifled 
our Lord ; we know tYis ^twsas^Qa. ^1 ^s^at ^psass^ 
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spiritual enemy ; we know a little of the deceit- 
fulness and desperate wickedness of onr own 
hearts ; we cannot resolve against sin in our own 
strength, for we know by painful and repeated 
experience that " we have no power of ourselves 
to help ourselves ;" we cast ourselves on the bound- 
less grace of the Son, on the compassionate pity 
of the Father, on the life-giving help of the Spirit ; 
yet we fear to displease again a God so holy, 
so loving, so gracious, and while we anchor our 
souk for eternity on the precious truth, "the blood 
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin," 
we lament that we should so often pierce our best 
Friend, our gracious Saviour. Such is life ; but 
death is to the believer the end of conflict, the 
end of temptation, the end of sin; we shall no more 
crucify our Lord, no more o£[end our Father, no 
more grieve the Spirit: to the believer " to die is 
gain. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of His saints." 

2nd. — ^They are released from labour and sor* 
row. Life is described in Scripture as a race, not 
a rest ; a conflict, not a victory ; an aspiration, 
rather than an attainment. There is a rest, but 
it ** remaineth for the people of God ; " there is 
everlasting and perfect peace, and joy, and love, 
laid ,up fyr the believer in Yieavexi. "^csit tWt 
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there is not a blessed reality in Christian expe- 
rience even here ; the Christian pilgrim has here 
some foretastes of those joys, some gleanings of 
the grapes of that vintage, which shall refresh 
and satisfy the soul at the '' marriage supper of 
the Lamb ; " that love which is " better than 
wine,'' the soul knows so much of here below, 
as to convince it that all earthly joys compared 
with its transcendent excellence are emptiness, 
are woe. The soul that has ''tasted that the 
Lord is gracious,** can say with St. Paul, from 
happy experience, that in comparison witii Christ 
all things are ''loss;'* but the vision of glory 
and beauty fades before the gazing soul ; earthly 
thoughts distract, earthly cares perplex, earthly 
sorrows distress, and "things which are seen** 
and temporal, too often obscure the glory of those 
far better things which are eternal; or if through 
the power of grace and the strength of Jesus we 
are enabled to conquer the world without, we 
have an adversary ever vigilant, a world within 
too prone to listen to his suggestions. Or if for 
a time our^ personal trials are lessened, the hand 
of the Lord upon our family, our Mends, our 
country ; the state of the world ; the errors, or 
divisions in the visible Church ; dissensions amon^ 
hretbren, — call ua to Yratc\ai\i\3aftaa «sA ^^ssc^^-t 
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on their account, this is not our rest. Happy 
it is, when trials, bereavements, temptations, 
have been blessed to convince us of this ; to lead 
us (with constant gratitude for our many mercies, 
and with entire resignation to the Lord's will) 
to give up all hope of being at rest, till these few 
short years or days, or it may be moments are 
gone, and we are at the Lamb's right hand in 
glory. " Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth ; yea, saith the Spirit, for 
they rest from their labours." 

** And in another sense may we not say, that 
precious to God's people on earth is the removal 
of a brother or sister to glory ; another triumphant 
death, telling of God's faithfrdness and love, 
strengthens the Mth and confirms the hope of 
those who are left behind, as they see the words 
of the Psalmist realized, ' Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil ; for Thou art with me.' " (Ps. xxiii. 4.)* 

And here I will mention two instances, the 
first is taken from the memoir of the Hev. H. W. 
Fox, the devoted missionary to South India. His 
sister writes of his closing hours, " Whilst sitting 

• From " Grace and Glory ; " a Sermon preached by 
the Rev. Lorenzo Moore, on the deat\ioillli%« ^ .n^wnsx^x . 
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qiiietly by him, he exclaimed, * How happy ! if it 
please God I may just sink away thus, it will be 
a great mercy.' At three o'clock of this last day 
he said, ' Oh Lord, gracious Lord, loving Jesus, 
how gracious He is ! Oh, let me go to-day ! Oh 
Lord, Thou knowest best ! Are there two or three 
hours yet before God comes; pray that He will 
come.' And now the last enemy was nearly con- 
quered, ' for death,' as he himself had remarked, 
' is called an enemy.' He had for the last two 
days and nights frequently seemed near going, so 
that even now I scarcely knew whether he might 
not still linger for awhile, though my prayers 
were joined with his, that if it were God's will, 
his happy soul might speedily be released. I 
heai'd him faintly saying to himself, * Jesus, Jesus 
must be first in the heart.' I said, 'He is the first 
in yours.' ' Yes, He is.' These were his last 
words." 

My second instance is of one whose walk was 
in earthly station lowly, to whom I trust Jesus 
was also precious. About six months before her 
departure, and I think before her illness com- 
menced, certainly before it assumed a serious 
aspect to her Mends, she wrote : ''The Almighty 
hath indeed taken away &om me my dear mother 
and sister, which was a very severe trial ta me^ 
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but He has led me to see my sinfulness, and also 
my real need of a Saviour." The following simple 
account I received of her departure : *' She was 
quite aware that she was not likely to recover, 
and quite resigned to the divine will of her hea- 
venly Father ; she left this world as though she 
had been going to visit a friend, to attend the 
service of her Redeemer." 

To those who love the Saviour, death will be 
indeed going to dwell for ever with their best 
Friend ; in life He is near them (to borrow a 
beautiful thought* from the " Mount of Olives," 
by the Rev. J. Hamilton) ; in life He is ever with 
them, though they may not always be conscious 
of His presence ; and death, ah that is going to 
be with Him. 

And this leads us to consider the happy state 
to which believers are finally admitted, as a reason 
why their death is called '* precious." 

It is the re-union of parted Mends where their 
love can no longer be a snare, because it will be 
in His presence who is ** the chiefest among ten 
thousand and altogether lovely." Here, the very 
gifts of Jesus to His people, the beauteous robe 
of His righteousness which conceals their defor- 
mhj, maj sometimes, alas, hide from our sight 
* The thought from memory, not t\ie ex«.cV -^oi^* 
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tuid from our first affections, Him through whose 
imputed merits alone they are comely, through 
whose grace alone they are sanctified. But it 
will not be so there ; the revelation of " the King 
in His beauty " will attract all hearts ; redeemed 
souls washed in His most precious blood, and 
presented faultless before the throne through His 
spotless holiness, shall see the weight of their 
obligation, when they shall see Him as He is ; 
then they will know how great was God's un- 
speakable gift ; then they will know how to glo- 
rify and love the Father, through whom they 
were drawn to the Son, (John vi. 44,) through 
whose electing love they were made heirs of such 
blessedness ; they will perceive the preciousness 
of the Holy Spirit's work, in applying the blood 
of the Lamb to their souls, and making them 
meet for the heavenly inheritance. Of that glo- 
rious land it is written, " Behold, the tabernacle 
of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, 
and they shall be His people, and God Himself 
shall be with them, and be their God." '*' And the 
city had no need of the sim, neither of the moon, 
to shine in it ; for the glory of God did lighten it 
and the Lamb is the light thereof." The vision 
of God will be the bliss of all His creatures. 
Holy Redeemer, moivifest Thyself to us now '^ rend 



6S 

9 

the veil which, hiding Thee from our eyes, suffers 
us to think of Thee so coldly, to wound Thee by 
our sins, to let the trifles of time, and earth, and 
sense, occupy the hearts which should be filled 
with Thee. Come and dwell in us now ; abide 
with us ; fulfil the gracious word, '' I in them, and 
Thou in me.'* (John xvii. 23.) To know God 
reconciled to us in Christ as our Father, as our 
Friend, to be with Jesus, to realize and to return 
through the power of the Spirit of love and ho- 
liness, so far as He shall enable ujs, the love 
wherewith we have been first loved; this is hea- 
ven. To those who know anything of the love 
of Christ, anything of spiritual joy, any thirsting 
after His presence, this description will suffice.^ 
See how the Lord loves His people ; see how He 
employs all that there is of human affection (and 
is that small ?) to shadow forth His divine ten- 
derness to His redeemed. My children, ** my 
jewels,'' my sister, my spouse. 

'* But fainter than the pale star's ray. 
Before the noontide blaze of day ; 
And lighter than the viewless sand. 
Beneath the wave that sweeps the strand, 

* "To love perfectly is heaven ; to love even imper- 
fectlj is a foretaste of heaven." — JUfa of the JRev, F. A^ 
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Is all of love that man can know. 
All that in angel breasts can glow, 
Compared, O Lord of hosts, with Thine, 
Eternal, fathomless, divine. 
That love whose praise ¥rith quenchless fire, 
Inflames the blest seraphic choir, 
Where perfect rapture reigns above. 
And love is all ; for Thou art Love."* 

And shall not the news of this love awake some 
imperfect response in our hearts ? Shall we re- 
ceive the Father's unspeakable gift, salvation, 
through so costly a sacrifice. His equal and be- 
loved Son ? Shdl '' we see Jesus made a little 
lower than the angels, that He by the grace of 
God should taste death for every man:" risen as 
our Surety, ascended as our Forerunner, inter- 
ceding as our Advocate ? Shall we hear of the 
Spirit's grace and power, and recognise His work, 
and feel His gracious pleadings ; and shall we not 
awake firom our lethargy? strive to realize the 
work of Divine love, and MTCstle for more of the 
Spirit's grace, to enlarge our capacities to com- 
prehend, and our hearts to receive more of the 
love of God in Christ ? This is our happiness. 

* From "The Outlaw of Taurus." By the Rev. 
T. Vale, 
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Let us thus striye to be filled with the love of 
God, and we shall find life sweet ; but more, we 
shall long after that happy state where our love 
will no longer biun thus feebly ; we shall long 
for the presence of our Lord ; His will in this 
respect will be ours also ; and though death in 
itself cannot be desired, yet as the door of en- 
trance into the presence, the glory, the joy of 
our Lord, the stroke which sets us free from earth, 
and sin, and sorrow, the moment which ufiites us 
for '*ever with the Lord," whether it be the 
death of the body, or the change which shall 
pass upon the quick at His appearing, — that mo- 
ment even, though it be death, may be precious 
to us also. Lord, grant to us and to those we 
love, light at eventide, if it be Thy will, and what- 
ever be Thy will for us in life or death, grant us 
an * abundant entrance into Thy heavenly rest 
through Him who is the resurrection and the 
life. Amen. 



'* He that hath made his refuge God, 
Shall find a most secure abode ; * 
Shall walk all day beneath His shade, 

And there at night shall rest \i\» "\i^«L^, 
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'* What though a thousand at thy side. 
At thy right hand ten thousand died : 
Thy Ood His chosen people saves, 
Anumg the dead, amid the graves. 

** But if the fire, or plague, or sword. 
Receive commission from the Lord 
To strike His saints among the rest. 
Their very pains and deaths are blest. 

•* The sword, the pestilence, or fire. 
Shall but fulfil their best desire ; 
From sins and sorrows set them free. 
And bring Thy children^ Lord, to Thee." 

From a Selection of Paalms and Ht/mns, 



' Asleep in Jesus ! blessed sleep, 
From which none ever wakes to weep ; 
A calm and undisturbed repose, 
Unbroken by the last of foes. 

Asleep in Jesus ! peaceful rest, 
Whose waking is supremely blest ? 
No fear, no woe, shall dim that hour, 
That manifests the Savio\3ct'% '^^'x* 



72 

" Asleep in Jesus ! O haw sweet. 
To be for such a slumber meet ; 
With holy confidence to sing, 
That death has lost its venom'd sting 

" Asleep in Jesus ! Oh, for me 
May such a blissful rei^ge be ; 
Securely shall my ashes lie, 
Waiting the summons fix)m on high. 

" Asleep in Jesus [ time nor space, 
Debars this precious hiding-place; 
On Indian plains, or Lapland snows, 
Belieyers find the same repose. 

AaLecp in Jesus ! far from thee, 
Thy kindred and their graves may be ; 
But thine is still a blessed sleep. 
Prom which none ever wakes to weep." 

Mrs. Mackat, 



« 



XII. 

" O LoKD, truly I am thy servant ; I am thy servant, 
and the son of thine handmaid ; thou hast loosed 
ray bonds. I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanks- 
giving, and will call upon the name of the Lord. I 
will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence 
of all His people. In the courts of the Lord's 
house, in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem. Praise 
ve the Lord." — Ver. 16 to the end. 

** He that is called, being free, is Christ's ser- 
vant.'' The life which the Lord has made is to 
be given to Him; the life which He has re- 
deemed is to be consecrated to Him ; the life which 
He has restored is to be devoted to Him. The 
powers and affections, set free from the galling 
yoke of sin and Satan, are to be given to the 
Deliverer ; the time which He has redeemed from 
the foolish claims of this vain world is His ; the 
heart which He has washed in His most precious 
blood, renewed by His Spirit, is His. Offer, then, 
a willing, a devoted, an entire, a constant, and a 
joyful service. Offer praise for past mercy, 
prayer for present help ; seek to glorify your Sa- 
viour in your heart and m -^jowx ^^jSSjl^ ^sn^ tbsc^ 

H. 
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the world " take knowledge " of you tli»it yoi 
"have been with Jesus;" you may always be 
with Him. David says, in Psalm xxiii., I *' wil 
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever." Whai 
is this house of the Lord ? It may express firsi 
the courts of the Lord's house, so dear to Hii 
people. (See Psalms cxxii. 1 ; Ixxxiv. 2 ; xxvii. 4. 
But are we not reminded of the apostle's words 
** Know ye not that your body is the temple o 
the Holy Ghost." (1 Cor. vi. 19. See also Ephes 
ii. 22.) In your heart you may be always of 
fering, through Christ, a glad, an acceptable 
oflfering of prayer and praise; there God wil 
dwell ; He will be with you in sorrow to sustain 
in temptation to support, in danger to defend, ii 
joy to sanctify, in life to bless, in death to tak< 
you to Himself. '* All things are yours," i 
Christ is yours ; and when the earthly house o 
this tabernacle shall be dissolved, you shall ente 
the " many mansions," which a Saviour's blooi 
purchased, and which His love is even now pre 
paring for you. But whether we regard th 
earthly courts of the Lord's house, T«[here Hi 
children love to praise Him; or the precious trut] 
that their hearts are consecrated by the indwel] 
ing Spirit an habitation of God, (Ep. ii. 22, 
through Christ " the chief comei ^tona •" or loo* 
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foi-ward to the " house not made with hands eter- 
nal in the heavens," — the new Jei*usalem, — to all 
these words apply, and may the Spirit write them 
in our hearts and in our livM. *' Holiness be- 
cometh thine house, O Lord, for ever." (Ps. xciii. 
5.) The God who loves you is holy, seek for 
the gift of holiness ; first seek to be *' accepted in 
the Beloved,'* then pray for the *' spirit of holi- 
ness," and strive in His strength to please God. 
Jesus, whose will must have been all good, all 
holy, "pleased not Himself." Live here by 
faith. Leave to God the measure of your joy ; pray 
for conformity to the Divine will during this 
short night of time ; pray earnestly, pray con- 
stantly for likeness to your Lord, for crucifixion 
of the old man, for grace to discern and to reject 
all that is contrary to the commands, and the 
example of Jesus. Live as those whose inheritance 
of joy is laid up for them above ; who wait for 
their Lord, that when He cometh and knocketh, 
they may open unto Him immediately. " Blessed 
are those servants whom the Lord when He 
Cometh shall find watching." 

Blessed are they who not only love the courts 
of the Lord's house, the house of prayer, and 
esteem one day in them "better than a thou- 
sand," but who rea\\TOi^ \)mA. •^Jaavt Nii^M'^"^'^ 
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temple of the living God, and anticipating 
an eternal Sabbath in glory, can say of time and 
eternity, '* I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
for ever.'* Such life, with all its seeming attrac- 
tions, with all its temptations, all its cares, all 
its soiTows, " cannot separate from the love of 
Christ." And shall death sever them ? To them 
^' to live is Christ, to die is gain;" or if the Lord 
come first, they " love His appearing." (2 Tim. 
iv. 8.) Life is not sad, for Christ is with them; 
life is not aimless, for they may have the privilege 
of doing His work ; and heaven is their home, 
the end of their faith, the consummation of their 
hopes, where all is peace, and joy, adoration, 
and love ; where they have " no temple, for the 
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple 
of it." Earth is illumined by His smile, and 
death is only the gate of that eternal Jerusalem, 
of which it is written, in the unen*ing word oi 
prophesy, *' And the city had no need of the sun, 
neither of the moon to shine in it ; for the glory 
of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof." (Rev. xxi. 22, 23.) 

'' Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in 

the temple of my God, and He shall go no more 

out: and I will write upon Him the name of my 

Ood, and the name of tlie city o£ m^ Oo^, -wkicK 
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is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of 
heaven from my God : and / will write upon Him 
my new name." (Rev. iii. 12.) 

" Blessed are they which are called unto the 
marriage supper of the Lamb." (Rev. xix. 9.) 



rrintcd at the Opera tire J exvUhCo1lX(n\&'\1»UVx^\«sci;v^a^9»^\\^^ 

Bethnal Qr^n, lAiiAjon* 
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